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RMR buys back original 1911 locomotive Prince Edward of Wales 
 

 

On 25th June 2014 we took delivery of our railway’s 
original locomotive from 1911, Prince Edward of Wales. 
The locomotive was built by Bassett Lowke in 
Northampton and has recently been carrying its original 
name from 1909, Red Dragon. It has arrived back at Rhyl, 
which it previously left in 1920, following purchase by 
Rhyl Steam Preservation Trust from Austin Moss of the 
Windmill Farm Railway. 
Red Dragon has visited Rhyl Miniature Railway twice 
before in recent times, it was present in 2007 for the 
opening of ‘Central Station’ and it visited again for the 
Centenary of the railway in 2011. Since then its boiler 
certificate has expired and we plan on fitting a new 
boiler and tender, restoring the engine more to its 1920s 
condition.  
 

Top (main picture): The new arrival is seen above with 
Trustees Justin Bell and Simon Townsend, and volunteers David 
Allen and Joshua Lee.  
Opposite, higher: Prince Edward of Wales in a postcard 
taken by local photographer Rae Pickard, this card was 
postmarked in 1912.  
Opposite, lower: This view was published by Bassett Lowke 
and shows the engine with the railway’s first driver, Fred Smithies. 

 
 

http://www.rhylminiaturerailway.co.uk


 

About Prince Edward of Wales 
 

Prince Edward of Wales, alias Red Dragon, has had a 
complicated history, and at one point the remains of it 
were almost scrapped, before the engine was rebuilt at 
Southport with new main frames. 
In 1920 Prince Edward of Wales was sold by Albert Barnes 
to the Dreamland Miniature Railway at Margate, where 
for the first year or two it operated the line on its own, 
until Barnes has supplied one of his new bigger 
locomotives, named Billie. Latterly the smaller engine fell 
out of use and in 1968 it was purchased by Robin 
Butterell, an enthusiast, together with one or two of his 
friends. 
Robin’s group had also purchased from Belle Vue Zoo 
another similar engine, George the Fifth, which 
coincidentally had also operated earlier at Rhyl. 
Following a prolonged restoration they succeeded in 
making one working engine out of two, and the original 
main frames from Prince Edward of Wales were scrapped. 
The restored George the Fifth is now privately owned in 
the USA. 
Following a special event at Lakeside Miniature Railway, 
Southport, in 1983, the railway there purchased the 
remaining parts left over from restoration of the other 
engine. These consisted of from Prince Edward of Wales 
the cylinders and valve gear, chimney, trailing and pony 
wheels; and originally from George the Fifth the driving 
wheels and running plates. It was these parts which 
formed the origin of the rebuilt Red Dragon, which was 
completed by Austin Moss in 1991. 
Red Dragon has run as a visitor at quite a number of 15in 
gauge railways, in the care of Austin Moss, and was 
purchased by Austin for the Windmill Farm Railway in 
2003.  
Opposite, top: During the locomotive’s 2007 visit to the RMR. 
Opposite, centre: Arriving back at RMR in June 2014. 
 

By coincidence the Trust has also been able to buy a 
makers plate (seen below) which Albert Barnes made 
during the 1910s and fitted to George the Fifth. It can be  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

spotted fitted to the loco cabside in the old 
RMR photo on the right. This plate surfaced 
at an auction of railwayana, and we will now 
be able to fit it to Red Dragon.  

 
Bottom right: An advertisement for Marine Lake 
from the ‘Sunny Rhyl’ tourism brochure from 1920 - 
another recent acquisition for the Trust collection.  



Events at Marine Lake during 2014 
 
World War One Commemoration Day, on 2nd 
August, was jointly organised by Marie Mitchell and 
Ann Forrester (two local residents), together with the 
Royal British Legion, North East Wales Veterans Group 
and Mike and Sean Walsh.  
This was a widely drawn event which was well 
supported by exhibitors, VIPs and members of the 
public. The Royal Army Logistic Corps gave 
demonstrations of bomb disposal. There were 
performance by Rhyl Silver Band and the Vale Singers. 
Rhyl Miniature Railway helped out by providing site 
support, electricity supplies and other facilities. Our 
younger volunteers entered into the spirit of the event 
by camouflaging the Lister and the permanent way 
wagon to form an ad hoc military train.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Race the Train took place on 6th July. It was a fund 
raiser for Ty Gobaith Childrens Hospice.  
Childrens’ games were set up during the morning for all 
to enjoy. 
At 4pm the race began with the runners competing with 
a double headed steam train for ten laps of Marine Lake. 
The event was ‘won’ by the runners, the fastest of 
whom double lapped the train!  

 



 

Other RMR News 
 

Santa Specials 2014 
Welsh Water have currently resumed work at Marine 
Lake with a view to connecting up their new sewer 
underneath Network Rail. Due to uncertainties about 
this the Trustees have decided not to operate Santa 
trains in 2014, Santa will return to Marine Lake in 2015. 
 

The 2014 season 
The railway has carried just over 20,000 passengers in 
2014, increased from 17,000 in 2013; a satisfactory 
outcome for all concerned.  
 

 
 

Winter Workdays 2014/2015 
Until the 2015 season commences on 3rd April, there 
will be workdays on the last Sunday in each month 
when all willing volunteers are welcome. 
 

From the Workshop 
All of the operating locomotive fleet were still operable 
at the end of the 2014 season. There is a loose rocker 
joint in the valve gear of Michael which will receive 
further attention over the winter.  
The new internal water tank for the tender of Railway 
Queen has been fitted. The locomotive’s boiler has been 
lifted in order to establish how much restoration work 
will be needed on its chassis. The axleboxes appear to 
be in poor condition and its driving wheels will need to 
be fitted with new tyres. 
Our team has also been examining Red Dragon; wheels 
on this engine also require attention. Its mechanical 
lubricator will be re-sited behind the front bufferbeam, 
and we will need to make new linkages to operate the 
cylinder drain taps. This engine has inside valves and we 
will probably have quite a long learning process to make 
the steam go only where it should do. 
We intend matching Red Dragon with the new tender on 
site made by Justin Bell. Justin has in mind works to 
this to make it a better fit with the locomotive, as 
shown in the old photographs of Prince Edward of Wales. 
 

 

During August safety 
aspects of the railway 
were externally inspected. 
This was the most  

thorough inspection of recent times and resulted in a 
series of recommendations concerning record keeping 
and documentation. Our volunteer group will be 
discussing these issues at the Friends of Rhyl Miniature 
Railway Annual General Meeting on 23rd November.  

Museum Matters 
The railway was granted Accredited Museum status in 
September 2010, and in October 2014 we submitted, on 
time, an Accreditation Return in order for museum 
status to be maintained.  
During the last accreditation process we were issued with 
an ‘improvement ‘point’ in that the archives supporting 
our collection were neither formally accessioned, nor 
were they stored in proper archival conditions. Over the 
summer all of these postcards and photographs have 
been indexed and brought into the Trust’s collection. 
They are now cared for to professional standards at 
Denbighshire Archives where on request they can be 
viewed by the public. This work, by Heritage Consultant 
Peter Alexander, was supported by a grant funded by 
Welsh Government through CyMAL, and the Federation 
of Museums and Art Galleries of Wales.  
The Trust now has a new Collections Development 
Policy and a Forward Plan (Business Plan) covering 2014 
to 2019, together with a host of other new or revised 
policy documents mostly concerning collections 
management. The accreditation return will now be 
reviewed by CyMAL, Welsh Assembly Government, 
who will, if they see fit, renew our accredited museum 
status. 

  
 

RHYL STEAM PRESERVATION TRUST 
Registered Charity No 1103953 

 

Trustees: Les Hughes (Chairman), Carol Hughes, Louise 
Webster, Lucille Green, Cllr Joan Butterfield JP, Jack 
Butterfield, Simon Townsend (Secretary), Justin Bell. 
Enquiries about railway operations should be addressed 
to the Trust Secretary, 10 Cilnant, Mold CH7 1GG, Tel 
01352 759109. 
 

Friends of Rhyl Miniature Railway 
Our group has been formed to support the Rhyl Steam 
Preservation Trust in its aims to preserve and operate the 
railway.  
Membership costs £8.00 per annum and runs to 31st 
May each year, including newsletters due in April and 
September. 
President of the Friends is Rev Alan Cliff, whilst its 
Chairman is Simon Townsend  
For Subscriptions and Enquiries: Secretary of the Friends 
is Dave Bell, of 22 River Street, Rhyl LL18 1PT, Tel 
01745 339477. 
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Photographs in this issue by Kieran Eastwood (cover) 
and Simon Townsend 

 


